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Architecture in Yemen and United Arab

Emirales

Yuan Jingshen

Based on his investigacion trip to the Republic

of Yemen and the United Arab Emirates in

1984, the author relates the architectural

styles of these two countries. In the former

’country, which has an old civilzation,
architecture shows strong traditional style. In
the selection of sites, many of the buildings,
from the old palaces, villas and mosqes to the
houses in general, are built on high terrains
and hillsides, tier above tier. Most of them are
storeyed buildings, usually square in plan.
Loctil stones of different species and colors are
abundant and afford the usual materialfor
important buildings. Architecture is richly
decorated with patterns, grilles, color glasses,
efc.. .

The latter is a new country established on
the deserts in the last two decades. Both
Arabic tradition and modern technique are
absorbed in urban planning and architectural
design. Architectural treatments and decor-
ations are elegant and plain, giving amenity

' to environments and showing a strong contrast
with the architectural style of Yemen.

{J
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Urban Design for Bagdad
Zhu Zixvon
Bagdad, now a modern city with a population
of 3.2 million and an area of 860 sq. km., has a
long history in the civilizations of Sumerians
and Akkadians as early as 4,000 B.C. The
discovery of abundant oil resources in the 50's
of present century made Iraq prosperous.
Famous urban planners and architects of the
world were invited to plan the capital as a
renewal to the country’s civilization. Bagdad
has an immense treasury of historical remains
underground and there is sharp contradiction
. between modern development and preserv-
ation of ancient historical relics. This hos made
urban plan and architectural design serious
tasks. The urban plan in reconstruction proves
to be successful, with such areas as Khulafa

Street, Abu Nuwas, Bab-Al-Shaikh, efc., in |

which the Arab tradition and living habits are
well blended with the requiremens of a modem
city. A comprehensive protection plan of
theold dty center has been prepored fo avold
harms fo the environment due to odem traffic.

7

Conservation Plan for Istanbul, Turkey
Chen Liyoo

in 1979 the Turkish authorities sought the help
of UNESCO and together they devised a baslc
consarvation policy for the historic pennisula.
UNESCO and the Turkish Government agreed
on a programme of technical assistance, and
identified three priority project areos; two
residential quarters and the environs of the
lond walls. Work has just started in Istanbul
and the projects have not yet been developed
In detail.

The problems facing the hisotic city are
extensive, given the large numbers of
Byzantine and Ottoman monuments, the scale
of neglect, the severe shortage of finance, and
the magnitude of soclal problems facing the
old city. The major monuments are not under
threat, but in the areas surrounding them the
environment is under pressure for change.

The strict policy of controlling the height of
building developments on the pennisulo has
successfully preserved the historic skyline. The
conservation plan for the historic pennisula,
prepared by UNESCO, identified three
priority action projects for which preliminary
studies are now being undertaken —liminory
studies are now being undertaken—Zeyrek,
Suleymanlye and the environs of the land
walls. The municipality of Istanbul has decided
to proceed with these and Zeyrek and
Suleymaniye are regarded as urgent becouse
of thelr historic residential structure, rapiely
deterlorating condition, and lack of services
and amenities.
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Giilgonen Housé, Istanbul, Turkey 1981
Ahmet Gulgénen, architect
This house, built in 1981 on the Anatolian side
of theBosphoros, occupies an extraordinary
site: it is situated on a steep slope overlooking
the water, with a forest behind it. The
programme for the hose included two
apariments, one larger and one smaller unit.
However, the means for separating one from
the other are such that rooms may be
temporarily ottached to on opartment as use
dictates. The arrangement of the two
apariments under the some roof, giving the
image of a lorge house derives from the fact
that the two unifs were originally designed for
two branches of the same, extended family.
Therefore a unified whole is expressed rother
than attempt ot diversity.

Organization of the Interior spaces has
consciously benefitted from the slope of the

site, by providing the enirarce to the smaller
apariment on the lowest of three levels. It Is
then connected to two other rooms on the
second and third levels. The entrance fo the
main house is located on the second level. Here
the central space with the living and dining
rooms form a spacial continuum in which each
of the two functions is arficulated.
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Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain
Kenzo Tange & URTEC, architects
The University, located i Bahrain, an island in
the Guif of Arabla, will be funded by seven
nations bor: the gulf ond will offer
courses In the natural sciences, education, and
The architects proposed a two-pine plan
which will link the various functions in the most
effective manner and adapt quickly to future
growth needs. One spine will be a north-south
Colonnade 400 meter long, containing a
strudent club, dining halls, and sport facliities,
flanked by student residences. The second
spine will be an east-west Galleria with
ic bulldings housing lecture rooms and
auditoriums on elther side. Laboratory
facilities will extend perpendiculorly from this
spine. A 60-meter square central ploza is
planned for the intersection of the two spines,
around which will be located the
administration bulldings, a mosque, a theater
and o library. This will be the heart of the
university. )
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Kuwalt International Air Terminal

Kenzo Tange & URTEC Architects

Building, Kuwait 1979

This terminal building looks very much like an
aircraft, to make a strong impression when
viewed from the alr. The three maln
components of the composition are the central
terminol bullding, the finger extending on the
Major axls, and the two fingers extending to
the sides llke wings. The first floor of the
building houses the arrival lobby. In the lofty
space of the second floor is the departure

lcbby. On the finger side is o mezzanine

restaurant,
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Cario Marrioft Hotel, Cairo, Egybt

Ken Feizell, architect

The hotel consists of two 20-storeyed buildings
flanding the old paloce In Cairo, with 1,250
rooms In total. The old palace, which was built
In 1869 o ¢ ate the opening of Suez
Canal, has been renovated to recover its
original splendour and serve os the public
area of hotel. A restaurant and a nightclub
have been added to the top of old bullding._
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