INSTITUTIONAL ARCHETYPE OF CITY

ZHAO Yanjing

ABSTRACT: This paper explores the nature of a
city. In traditional wisdoms of most branches of
knowledge, the city is often considered as the space
with high density of population. This paper argues
that the different ways of supplying public goods
makethe difference between rurd areaand urban area.
A city isaset of public goods and services. A city
starts from the space where the public services are
provided. The municipa governments are suppliers
of public goods. The key element of amunicipal gov-
ernment is its business model. Different business
models of amunicipa government decidethewaysof
growth. The institutional archetype of acity can ex-
plain many issuesthat traditiona theories cannot ex-
plain and therefore paves a new path for city plan-
ning study and practice.
KEYWORDS: urban economy; institutional
archetype; spatial analysis
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